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CLIL as an umbrella term



So, what is CLIL?

“CLIL is a dual-focused approach in which an additional 
language is used for the learning and teaching of 
content and language with the objective of promoting 
both content and language mastery to predefined 
levels”

(Maljers, Marsh, Wolff, Genesee, Frígols-Martín, Mehisto, 2010)

“… and with the objective of promoting learning 
strategies, creative curiosity, cognitive growth, active 
participation, social engagement, active citizenship, 
entrepreneurship…”

(Neus Lorenzo, 2012)



CLIL key aspects

• Input: types and format

• Language Dimensions

• Cummins matrix 

• Scaffolding to make input accessible

– Contingent & Built-in Scaffolding

– Tasks, visual organizers, questionning,conversation, frames 

and substitution tables, materials, ict &web 2.0 tools

• The importance of production

• An overview of assessment

• Online materials



Multimodal & varied input

videos

Written texts



Interactive timelines

http://www.dipity.com/mad14/Earthquakes/7



Multimodal & varied input

infographics

animations



Multimodal & varied input

Real-time maps

pictures



podcasts

https://youtu.be/O0KqpzjE1BM

Augmented Reality



Two dimensions of language

�CONVERSATIONAL 

CONVERSATIONAL ACADEMIC



Dimensions of Language
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BICS

CALP

Day-to-day language

Basic interpersonal Communication Skills

Cognitive Academic Language Proficieny

More formal, academic language



Input must be context-rich
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A matrix to check what 
kind of input we provide

Based on Cummins’ Matrix



Quadrant 1

Input supported with many 

visual cues and day-to-day 

language
DVD designed for children 

telling how a rock becomes 
a pebble

Quadrant 2

Input with little context, 

cognitively undemanding, 

day-to-day language.
Radio program for children 
telling the story how a rock 

becomes a pebble

Quadrant 3

Input supported with much 

context but cognitively 

demanding, more abstract 

language.
Nature documentary on 

erosion.

Quadrant 4

Input with very little context, 

cognitively demanding, 

more abstract language.
Scientific article in a 

geography journal on rock 
erosion.

LOTS

HOTS

BICS

CALP

Context poorContext rich

From  CLIL Skills by Dale, van der Es and Tanner (2010)

Input: erosion



Content & language input

Are interrelated

Need to be comprensible

- Input i+1 (Krashen & Terrell 

1983)

- Vigotsky’s  ZDP



How to make input accessible?

SCAFFOLDING

CONTINGENT BUILT-IN



CONTINGENT SCAFFOLDING 

To address the needs that appear in the classroom; 
for example, conversation to help understanding.

PLANNED SCAFFOLDING

Questions, writing frames, visuals, etc, planned in 
advance.



Right! And how do we do that?
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Scaffolding Tools

Tasks

Visual organizers

Questions

Conversations

Frames and substitution tables

Materials

ICT &  web 2.0 



Tasks

Tasks help relate

experience (content)

to language 

(meaning)



Tasks

Hands-on

Experiential

Contextualized

Cognitively engaging

Cognitively challenging

Collaborative

Involve language

The process of matching experience with language allows 

students to learn language from content instruction.



Visual organizers

They work as cognitive organizers and help to:

�Organize and reorganize input

�Understand and process information in texts

�Understand the structure of a text



Visual thinking
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Timelines
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Mindmaps

http://mappio.com/mindmap/learning-fundamentals/the -science-of-global-warming
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Questioning

Requires…THINKING TIME



Questioning

Good questions are a cognitive challenge

• To motivate

• To elicit background knowledge

• To revise

• To check understanding

• To generate opinion and discussion

• To take risks in a safe environment



Questioning

SKINNY QUESTIONS

What is an earthquake?

What scale is used to 
measure earthquakes?

FAT QUESTIONS

What effect would a 7.5 
earthquake have in your 
area?



Questionning and Bloom’s 

Taxonomy

Creating

Evaluating

Analysing

Applying

Understanding

Remembering

2000 Revised: Anderson & Krathwohl

Low order thinking skills 

High order thinking skills



Bloom’s & tasks

Bloom’s category Words for questionning Tasks

Remembering Tell, recall, repeat, list Name the parts of the body

Understanding Describe, explain, 
paraphrase

Explain what happens 
when a Tsunami hits the 
coast

Applying Demonstrate, illustrate How would you contruct a 
new experiment to get the 
same results?

Analysing Compare, contrast, test, 
criticise

What is the relationship 
between oil production and 
consumption?

Evaluating Argue, judge, evaluate Select and explain some 
improvements for this 
experiment.

Creating Design, construct, create Design a plan for a safety 
procedure during a fire for 
your school.

From  CLIL Skills by Dale, van der Es and Tanner (2010)



Think of three 
questions for 
this text





Explicit: Identify, reproduce

Who are they?

Implicit: infer, associate

What elements allow us to identify

them?

Referential: evaluate, 

deduct, reflect

What family, social or emotional

ties /relationship do they represent?

Ref: Neus Lorenzo

PISA levels



Conversation



Scaffolding language

Negotiation of meaning

Making language and content accessible

Helping students communicate.

Expanding and refining students’ language

Teacher as monitor and as model



Languaging: self explaining

Ref: Merrill Swain37

Languaging mediates learning

Eliciting self-explanations improves understanding

Out loud, collaborative thinking is more  powerful

than silent, individual thinking.

Languaging about the content and about the

language helps to understand both the content

and the language better



Frames and substitution tables







From:  ANALYSING THE LANGUAGE DEMANDS OF LESSONS TAUGHT. IN A SECOND LANGUAGE. 
JOHN CLEGG.          dialnet.unirioja.es/descarga/articulo/2575499.pdf



• Linguistic or non-linguistic

• Written, spoken, visual, multimedia

• Individual, in pairs or in group

• Formal or informal

The importance of production

Should a recipe always be written?



Can you think of examples?
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Written Spoken Multimedia Non-linguistic

Essay

Report

Summary

Booklet

Tutorial

Questionnaire

Survey

Blog

Article

…

Presentations

Descriptions

Role play

Speech

Interview

Radio 

programme

Tutorials

…

Posters

Presentations

Video

Tutorial

Timelines

Mindmaps

Animations

Games

Infographics

…

Drawings

Charts

Maps

Games

Designs

Diagrams

Posters

…

Written Spoken Multimedia Non-linguistic



Posters

http://piccry.com/creative-poster-board-ideas/



Infographics

http://www.zooatlanta.org/



Oral presentations



What to assess?

Content and language

• Informal observations

• Oral presentations

• Final product of a project

• Exhibitions

• Rubrics

• Portfolios and digital portfolios

Assessment





Students’ portfolios



Animations

Interactive games

Simulations

Texts

Images

Videos

Podcasts 

Worksheets

Lesson plans

...

Online materials



http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/z9hyvcw/revision/2

http://www.nhm.ac.uk/kids-only/index.html

Science



http://www.ixl.com/

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zvhs34j

Math



http://www.moma.org/learn/activities/

Google Art Project

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKPeN3ZNCOE

Tate kids

http://www.artcyclopedia.com/index.html

MoMA

ArtCyclopedia

Art



http://www.bbc.co.uk/sch
ools/primaryhistory/

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zk26n39

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/anci
ent/egyptians/launch_gms_mum
my_maker.shtml

History



http://visual.merriam-webster.com/index.php

Visuals

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/

http://visual.merriam-webster.com

https://www.flickr.com/creativecommons/



http://pinterest.com/rfelip/

https://www.diigo.com/user/rosamariafelip

Let’s network and share



http://clilandict.wikispaces.com

Wiki with online materials
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